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ism in the performance of duty in the event of industrial trouble 
involving the organization with which it is affiliated." 

There is 'some indication that the authorities in Boston and in the 
District of Columbia are in the way of repeating the policy pursued 
by a few English cities in dealing with strikes of municipal employees 
some years ago: namely, granting many of the demands that formed 
the occasion for the agitation, and at the same time severely penalizing 
the men whose agitation was necessary to awaken the authorities and 
the community to the grievances which made their demands reason- 
able or inevitable. Liberal opinion in the country, sympathetic with 
movements for the elevation of the position of wage earners generally 
and appreciative of the reality of the grievances which have aroused 
the recent movements among policemen, seems to be tending towards 
the conclusion that although the right of organization and collective 
bargaining should be freely accorded to policemen as well as to other 
public employees, the right to strike or to affiliate with outside organ- 
ized labor should not be possessed by policemen, who, as exercisers 
of the force of the government of the community, cannot, with security 
to the community, act except under the exclusive direction of the 
chosen representatives of the community. 

A survey of pending and threatened strikes throughout the United 
States, made about the middle of September, reveals that strikes of 
policemen are under way in Boston and in Tulsa, Okla., and that strikes 
are threatened by policemen in Portland, Ore., firemen in Holyoke, 
Mass., streetcleaners, garbage men, technical men and other municipal 
employees in New York City, water plant employees in St. Louis, and 
park employees in Boston. 

City Elections. During the present year important primaries or 
elections have been held in Chicago, St. Louis, Milwaukee, Seattle, 
Grand Rapids, East St. Louis, Detroit, Baltimore and Philadelphia. 
The Chicago election in the spring has been much discussed and 
explained. Mayor Thompson, vigorously opposed by all the well- 
known newspapers of Chicago, overwhelmingly defeated Professor 
Merriam and Judge Olson in the Republican primaries, and in the 
election was victorious by a plurality of 18,000 votes over Mr. Sweitzer, 
Democratic organization candidate, and State's Attorney Hoyne, who 
ran as an independent. The notable feature of the St. Louis alder- 
manic election in April was the overwhelming defeat, in the race for 
president of the board, of the Democratic candidate, who had also the 
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support of independent elements, by the candidate supported by the 
Republican organization and street railway interests. In the Mil- 
waukee judicial and school board election in April the anti-Socialist 
fusion candidates won a sweeping victory over the Socialist candidates. 
In Seattle there was a hotly contested election for the three vacancies 
in the city council; organized labor made a vigorous fight for their 
candidates, the conservative and "reform" elements combining in 
support of the three incumbents, who defeated the labor contestants 
by majorities of from 6000 to 8000 votes. In Grand Rapids the three 
candidates supported by the Citizens' League in the election of city 
commissioners were successful over the candidates put forward by the 
political organization. Likewise in the East St. Louis election the 
reform ticket defeated the organization candidates. 

In Detroit on April 7 the voters defeated a proposal to purchase the 
street railway system, apparently on the grounds that the proposed 
price was excessive and that new systems of local transit would soon 
have to be substituted for the existing electric surface system. In the 
Baltimore primaries in September Mayor Preston was defeated in his 
race for renomination as the Democratic candidate. At the Phila- 
delphia primaries held September 16, Congressman J. Hampton Moore, 
running in the mayoralty contest as an independent Republican 
with the backing of Senator Penrose, defeated by a very narrow mar- 
gin Judge John M. Patterson, who had the support of Senator Vare, 
leader of the dominant local faction of the Republican party. At the 
election in November, Moore was elected by a large majority; Mayors 
Davis of Cleveland and Rolph of San Francisco were reelected; and 
the Republicans elected important officials in New York City. 

Among important city elections during the year 1918 were those of 
Seattle, Milwaukee and Detroit. In Seattle, Mr. Ole Hanson in the 
primaries defeated James E. Bradford, supported by organized labor, 
and Mayor Gill; in the election Hanson defeated Bradford by a close 
vote, questions of pacifism and I. W. W. movements figuring con- 
spicuously in the contest. In the Milwaukee election the Socialist 
Mayor Hoan was reelected by a narrow majority. In Detroit, under 
the first application of the nonpartisan system established by the 
new charter, the progressive, pro-charter groups defeated the "lib- 
eral" and old-time political groups in both the primary and the elec- 
tion, ex-police commissioner Couzens being elected mayor along with 
nine councilmen supported by those responsible for the new charter. 



